The Bethany Story
101
Characters

· Narrator
· Martha
· Mary

· Lazarus

· Maid

· Disciples (at least 9)

· Bethany crowd

· Servant
· Mourner 1

· Mourner 2

· Mourner 3
· Judas

SCENE 1

Narrator
Welcome to Bethany, a village less than 2 miles from Jerusalem, and to a family who lived there.


The older sister of the family was Martha.

(Enter Martha with sack of potatoes)


She was very kind and Jesus knew that whenever he came to Jerusalem, he could stay at Martha’s house. And he usually brought with him his 12 hungry disciples.

(Martha sits and starts peeling potatoes)


Martha’s younger sister was Mary.

(Enter Mary with potato peeler)


She was a bit of a dreamer but she helped Martha when visitors were due.

SONG - The Lord is my Shepherd, Sing Hosanna 3 page 9


The third member of the household was Lazarus, their brother.

(Enter Lazarus. He looks at Martha and Mary, wondering whether to help, then sits and relaxes in a chair)


Oh well, I suppose peeling potatoes wasn’t a man’s job in those days.


One day …

Maid
(Rushing in) Madam, they’re on their way. And he seems to have brought them all again.

Martha
(Standing) Quickly! There are still some beds to make … the stew needs stirring …. One of you count the loaves ….collect the dishes …. We need more water … and there’s dust everywhere!

(Sudden flurry of activity, laying tables, arranging seating, etc. Mary keeps peeling potatoes. When all is ready, Mary takes potatoes away. Enter Jesus and disciples. They are welcomed)

Lazarus
Come in. Come in. Welcome!

(They take off sandals and sit, then say grace. Mary sits at Jesus’ feet and talks to him)
Narrator
For a while, they talked about all the wonderful things that had happened that day.

(All the time Martha and the Maid fuss in and out of the kitchen)

Disciple 1
Did you see the look on that beggar’s face when he realised he could see?

D 2
Great, wasn’t it? More bread?

D 3
I thought Jesus hadn’t noticed those lepers coming up behind us, but he did.

D 4
He always notices everything.

D 5
Funny, isn’t it?

D 6
Pass the wine, please.

D 7
You shouldn’t have tried to get rid of those children, you know. You ought to have known he would want to bless them.

D 8
You’re no better. Fancy wanting to call down fire on those Samaritans the other day.

D 9
My mother doesn’t come fussing along wanting to know if her two sons can have the best places in the kingdom!

(Jesus quietens them just as it is about to turn into a fight)

Narrator
And Jesus began to talk to them. To tell them wonderful things about the future and how they ought to live.
All the time, Mary listened to Jesus but poor Martha was at her wits’ end, trying to get them all served.

SONG – Lighting Candles (see below)
Narrator
In the end ….

Martha
Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to help me.

Jesus
Martha, Martha. (He stands and holds out his hand to her) You are worried and upset about many things. (She takes his hand) But only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her. (Jesus sits and Martha and the Maid sit by Mary)
SONG – Just a closer walk, Sing Hosanna 1 page 25
SCENE 2

(Jesus and disciples on left of stage. Bethany crowd on right)

Narrator
Jesus loved the family at Bethany and they loved him. One day, three and a bit years after Jesus had begun preaching, a terrible thing happened.

Mary
(Shaking thermometer) Martha – Lazarus is so ill. I don’t know what we’re going to do.

Martha
We’ll have to send for Jesus. The doctors don’t seem to be able to help him.

Mary
But it’s too dangerous for Jesus so near to Jerusalem at the moment. It would be awful if he got hurt.

Martha
But he would know what to do. I heard that he once healed a centurion’s servant without even going to him!

Mary
OK then. (She beckons Servant) Go and find Jesus. He is across the Jordan where John the Baptist used to baptise people. There is bound to be a crowd so you should be able to find him.

(Servant departs, makes a journey, perhaps through audience, and reaches Jesus)
Servant

Lord, Martha and Mary have sent me to say that the one you love is sick.

Jesus
This sickness will not end in death. It is for God’s glory.

(Servant returns the way he came. Jesus continues to heal and preach and the disciples wonder why Jesus hasn’t attempted to leave. Meanwhile, Lazarus dies. There is great weeping, binding him up and putting him in grave)

Jesus
Let’s go back to Judea.

D 1
But a short time ago the Jews tried to stone you. Are you really going back there?

Jesus
It will be alright. Don’t worry. Lazarus has fallen asleep and I am going to wake him.

D 2
If he is asleep, he’ll get better. We don’t need to go.

Jesus
Lazarus is dead. I’m glad I wasn’t there because you all need to believe. Let’s go.

(They all scratch their heads and shrug, etc and follow Jesus the way Servant went)
D3
Let’s go and die with him then.

(They arrive and Martha goes to meet them)
Martha
If only you’d been here, Lazarus wouldn’t have died. But I know that even now God will give you what you ask.

Jesus
Your brother will rise again.

Martha
I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

Jesus
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live even though he dies. Do you believe this?
Martha
Yes, Lord. I believe you are the Christ, the Son of God who was to come into the world.

Jesus
Fetch Mary.

(She goes across to Mary and whispers. They return to Jesus. Mourners whisper amongst themselves and follow at a distance. Mary falls at Jesus’ feet)
Mary
Lord, if you’d been here Lazarus wouldn’t have died.

(They are all weeping)
Jesus
Where have you laid him?

M & M
Come and see.

(Jesus goes to the tomb and weeps)
Mourner 1
He really must have loved him.

Mourner 2
Couldn’t he have stopped him dying then?

Mourner 3
He opened the eyes of the blind and made cripples walk.

Jesus
Take away the stone.

Martha
But, Jesus, he’s been there 4 days. By now it will smell horrible.

Jesus
Didn’t I tell you that you would see the glory of God?

(Jesus prays silently. Mourners remove stone)
Jesus
Father, thank you for hearing my prayer. Lazarus, come out!

SONG – God is good, Sing Hosanna 4 page 27
SCENE 3

Narrator
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, some of the Jews went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. They became jealous and wanted to kill him.


Just before the Passover, Jesus arrived once again in Bethany. He knew he would soon have to die himself.

(Jesus, Lazarus and the disciples sit down to eat. Martha, Maid and Servant serve them. Mary goes to side)

DANCE to – You shall go out with joy, Sing Hosanna 4 page 8

Narrator
At the supper Mary took an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume.
(Mary mimes all this)
She broke it and poured it on Jesus. The house was filled with the lovely smell.


(Disciples sniff the air appreciatively)

But Judas, who kept the money bag, was very angry.

Judas
(Standing) Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? This jar was worth a year’s wages!

Jesus
Leave her alone. She has done a beautiful thing for me. When she poured this perfume on me, she did it to prepare me for my burial. You will always have the poor amongst you. You can help them anytime you want. You will not always have me. What she has done will always be told of her.
SONG – Judas and Mary, Sing Hosanna 1 page 23
SONG – God is good (reprise), Sing Hosanna 4, page 27

THE END
Lighting Candles

This song may be sung by 2 soloists or 2 groups of singers.
Sing Martha’s Song on its own first, then Mary’s on its own and then both simultaneously.

Martha’s Song

Lighting candles, mending sandals
Warming slippers, cooking kippers
Digging ditches, counting stitches
Sweeping out the cobwebs

Chopping, shopping, patching, matching
Mending, spending, brushing, rushing
Cooking, looking, folding, moulding
It’s too much for me

Mary’s Song

When I’m frightened he is with me
When I’m hungry he has bread
When I’m lost he gently guides me
On my path his light is shed

When I’m sad he makes me happy
When I’m weak he makes me strong
When I’m hurt he heals my bruises
And he stops me doing wrong
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Martha and Nary





